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A YOUNG Gold Coast woman
has been left permanently disfigured after Thai doctors
butchered her boob job in
the worst case of overseas
plastic surgery seen by local
doctors.
The 24-year-old, who
does not want to reveal her
identity while she is recovering,
has undergone three corrective
surgeries in the past two weeks
to fix the damage that Coast
doctors can only describe as
‘‘gross medical negligence’’.
While plastic surgeon Dr Raja
Sawhney was able to save some
breast tissue, the woman – who
was previously a DD cup – has
no feeling in her left breast, no
nipples and permanent scaring
after Thai doctors cut off the
blood supply to her chest.
She will never be able to
breastfeed and faces several
more corrective and reconstruction procedures, worth
about $100,000, next year to
make her look and feel as normal as possible.
Her surgery and recovery at
Allamanda Private Hospital has
already totalled about $30,000, on
top of the $6000 she spent on the
procedure in Bangkok.
The woman booked through a
Gold Coast cosmetic holiday
provider to organise a breast lift and a
small implant.
She said Thai doctors then convinced her to go with a bigger implant
and realign her nipples.
Just days after the surgery, everything went horribly wrong when the
woman’s nipples started to blacken
and she became sick with a fever.
‘‘I knew it wasn’t fine but they just

put plaster on and let me walk out,’’
the woman said.
‘‘I hated them. I wanted them out
of my body. I was so distressed I
didn’t know what was happening . . . I
didn’t know who to run to.’’
The woman demanded the tourism
company organise a plastic surgeon
to see her back in Australia. ‘‘He took
one look and said, ‘Get to hospital,
now’,’’ she said.
‘‘It’s just scary because I could have
died – that’s how bad it was.’’
Dr Ian McDougall said it was the
worst overseas surgery he had seen
in 40 years as a plastic surgeon.
‘‘I don’t know how some of these
promoters can sleep at night,’’ Dr
McDougall said.
Dr Sawhney said they had seen
complications and infections before
but this was nothing like those.
‘‘This is pure medical negligence,’’
Dr Sawhney said.
‘‘If this was a surgeon in this
country they would be struck off.’’
Dr Sawhney said if he had not
stepped in, his patient would have
been septic and in intensive care.
The woman said she had been left
deformed and wanted to warn other
women considering going overseas.
‘‘It’s like I’ve been butchered –
that’s what I feel like,’’ she said.
‘‘I haven’t got a boyfriend. This is
going to ruin my life. It’s just horrible
what I’ve been through.
‘‘I wouldn’t wish it on anyone.’’
The woman said she had done her
research, as all people did.
‘‘I want to say to any girl, just save
your money or go get a bank loan,’’
she said. ‘‘I know it’s cheaper but it’s
not worth it’’
A survey by the Australian Society
of Plastic Surgeons released last year
revealed the most common overseas
surgery needing corrective treatment
was breast surgery, at 68 per cent.
Half of surgeons surveyed said they
had seen cases that would have been
life threatening without treatment.
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